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Talk Back - Android 

TalkBack is the Android screen reader. It speaks what is on the screen and 

changes how tapping and scrolling work. 

1. Open Settings and tap “Accessibility” 

 

2. Open Accessibility and tap “TalkBack” 
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3. Open TalkBack and tap use TalkBack or the TalkBack switch. 

a. On some devices it may be listed under Screen Reader 

     

4. Turn TalkBack ON 
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To turn TalkBack OFF 

1. Volume Shortcut 

a. Press and hold both volume buttons for about 3 seconds. Listen for 

confirmation that TalkBack is off. 

 

2. Google Assistant 

a. Say: “Hey Google, turn off TalkBack.” This works if Google Assistant is 

set up. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

1000 Sunnyside Ave Lawrence, KS 66045  www.atk.ku.edu 

3. Turn it OFF in Settings 

a. Go to Settings > Accessibility > TalkBack. With TalkBack on, tap once 

to focus and double-tap to select. 

 

4. Prevent Accidental Activation 

a. After TalkBack is off: Settings > Accessibility > TalkBack > TalkBack 

shortcut. Switch it off if you do not want the shortcut. 

 


