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Section 14: Funding for Home Modifications 

Overview 
Many individuals need interior and/or exterior modifications to their homes so they can 
continue living independently. Common needs include ramps, bathroom modifications, 
and accessibility improvements like widened doorways or improved lighting. This section 
provides public and private funding sources, financial loan options, and tax credits that 
may help fund home modifications. A Home Modification Checklist is also included to 
guide you through the process. 

I. Public Funding for Home Modifications 

Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) 
Community Development Block Grants are federal funds distributed to local governments 
for community development; especially benefiting low and moderate income residents. 

Key points: 

• The Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program gives cities, counties, 
and tribes money from the federal government to improve their communities. 

• Each community can decide how to use these funds based on its own needs and 
goals. 

• The local government runs the program and chooses which local projects will get 
funding. 

• CDBG funds can be used to fix or improve homes and buildings. 
• In some areas, CDBG money can help pay for home modifications like ramps, wider 

doors, or bathroom changes to make a home more accessible. 
• To find out if help is available, contact your local city or county office. 
• You can also visit the Kansas Department of Commerce website to learn more 

about CDBG programs in Kansas: 
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/dataview/community-development-block-
grants  

USDA Rural Development – Section 504 Home Repair Program 
This program helps very low-income homeowners fix, improve, or update their homes. It 
also helps older adults make their homes safer and remove health hazards. 

https://www.atk.ku.edu/
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/dataview/community-development-block-grants
https://www.kansascommerce.gov/dataview/community-development-block-grants
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• Loans can be used to repair or improve a home, or to make it safer. 

• Grants must be used only to remove health or safety hazards, like fixing wiring or 
adding a wheelchair ramp. 

Funding Options 
Depending on your situation, you may qualify for one of the following: 

• Grant up to $10,000: For homeowners who are 62 or older and cannot afford to 
repay a loan. This can pay for safety improvements, such as ramps or bathroom 
repairs. 

o In disaster areas, grants can go up to $15,000. 
• Loan up to $40,000: For very low-income homeowners, at a 1% interest rate with up 

to 20 years to repay. 
• Loan and Grant Combo: You may qualify for both, with a combined total of up to 

$50,000, or $55,000 in disaster areas. 

Note: If you receive a grant and sell your home within 3 years, you must pay back the grant. 

Eligibility 
To qualify, you must: 

• Own and live in your home full-time. 
• Have a very low income, as defined for your county (see the USDA website for 

limits). 
• Be unable to get affordable credit anywhere else. 
• For grants, you must be 62 years or older. 

How to Apply 
To apply for a loan or grant for home repairs or accessibility modifications: 

• Contact your USDA Rural Development office. 
• A program specialist can help you check your eligibility and walk you through the 

application process. 
• Visit: https://www.rd.usda.gov 

Infant Toddler Services (Birth to Three) 
If a family needs home modifications because they have a child with a disability under age 
three, they can contact their local Infant Toddler Services provider for help. 

In Kansas, home modifications for young children are considered an assistive service 
through the Kansas Early Childhood Developmental Services (Birth-to-Three) program. 

https://www.atk.ku.edu/
https://www.rd.usda.gov/
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These programs are required to help families find funding for assistive technology and 
home changes that support the child’s growth and daily activities. 

Examples of developmentally helpful modifications include: 

• Making it easier to get in and out of the home 
• Improving bathroom access for the child and caregivers 

Some local Infant Toddler programs have limited funds set aside for assistive technology, 
which may include home modifications. 

Each family is assigned a Family Service Coordinator, who helps identify possible funding 
sources for needed technology or home changes. Any home modification should be 
included in the child’s Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP). 

To find your local Kansas Infant Toddler Services provider, visit: 
https://www.itsofks.org 

Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services – Senior Care Act 
(SCA) 
The Kansas Department for Aging and Disability Services (KDADS) helps Kansans who are 
60 and older and have difficulty taking care of themselves or living independently. 
Support is provided through the Aging and Disability Resource Center (ADRC) and the 11 
Area Agencies on Aging (AAA) across the state. 

Key points: 

• Services vary by county, depending on local programs and resources. 
• Services are offered on a sliding fee scale, which means the cost depends on your 

income and assets. 
• A case manager will meet with you to do an assessment, create a plan of care, and 

help find funding or support for needed services. 
• For more information about services in your area, call the Area Agency on Aging 

(AAA) at (855) 200-2372. 
• To find your local agency, visit the Kansas Association of Area Agencies on Aging & 

Disabilities website: 
https://k4ad.org 

II. Private Funding Sources for Home Modifications 
Many community groups and local churches help people who need home modifications. 
In addition to the resources listed in this guide, you can also check with clubs such as the 

https://www.atk.ku.edu/
https://www.itsofks.org/
https://k4ad.org/
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Knights of Columbus, Masons, Ministerial Alliance, Lions, Kiwanis, Sertoma, Elks, Eagles, 
and Rotary. 

To find contact information for these groups, reach out to the local Chamber of Commerce 
in the person’s community. They can provide a list of civic organizations, contact names, 
and phone numbers. The person may also wish to ask their church if assistance is 
available. 

Tips for Applying for Help 

• Each organization or foundation has its own rules and application process. 
• If there is an application form, fill it out completely and accurately. 
• Some organizations only help pay for specific types of assistive technology or for 

certain goals such as work, school, or daily living. 
• When contacting these groups, explain how the assistive technology or home 

modification will help the person be more independent and reach their goals. 
• Many groups cannot cover the full cost, but you may be able to combine funds from 

several sources to pay for what’s needed. 
• Make the application personal—help them understand who the person is, what 

their needs are, and how the technology will improve their life. 
• If the application does not ask for enough details, include a cover letter that 

explains: 
o The person’s situation and abilities 
o What technology or modification is needed 
o The exact cost 
o How it will help the person be more independent 

• Always keep a copy of all forms, letters, and documents you send. 
• When making phone calls, write down the name of the person you spoke with, the 

date, and what you discussed. 
• Try to work with the same contact person each time, and build a positive, ongoing 

relationship. 

Friends of Man 
Friends of Man is a charitable organization that helps people pay for many different needs, 
including home modifications. 

To qualify: 

• Your income must be at or below 300% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. 

https://www.atk.ku.edu/
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• You must have lived in a stable, independent living situation (such as your own 
home or apartment) for at least 3 months. 

• You cannot be homeless or living in assisted living, long-term care, or a group 
home. 

• You must have been free from alcohol or substance abuse for at least 1 year. 

Application requirements: 

• The application must be completed by you and a referring professional (for 
example, a case manager, counselor, or social worker). 

• You must provide identification, such as one of the following: 
o Social Security Number 
o Individual Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) 
o Protected status or other U.S. government-issued document 
o Or, if you do not have one of these, proof of stable residence or employment 

for at least 1 year 

To apply or learn more, visit their website: 
www.friendsofman.org 

Kansas Society for Children with Challenges 
The Kansas Society for Children with Challenges helps families pay for assistive 
technology and home modifications for children under 21 years old. 

The organization’s mission is to make sure that no child with a disability in Kansas goes 
without needed equipment or services because their parents, guardians, or foster parents 
cannot afford the cost. 

To ask about help: 

• Call 316-262-4676 (Monday–Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 
• Or email ksfccwoods@gmail.com 
• Be ready to share details about the child and what assistance is needed when you 

call or email. 

For more information, visit their website: 
https://www.kssociety.org 

https://www.atk.ku.edu/
https://www.friendsofman.org/
https://www.kssociety.org/
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Cerebral Palsy Research Foundation (CPRF) Equipment Fund 
The CPRF Equipment Fund helps people pay for medical equipment and assistive 
technology, including home modifications. They also provide referrals and information to 
help you find additional support. 

To qualify: 

• You must be a Kansas resident. 
• Your family income must be within these limits: 

o 1 person: $50,000 or less 
o 2 people: $55,000 or less 
o 3 people: $60,000 or less (income limits increase slightly for larger families). 

• You can apply once per year. 

Important details: 

• Funding may be limited during certain times of the year. The best time to apply is 
July or August. 

• Always call first to make sure funds are available in your county. 
• Applications are usually reviewed within one week. 

To apply or learn more: 

• Visit: https://www.cprf.org/equipment-fund/ 
• Call: (316) 688-1888 

Kansas Technology Assisted (TA) Waiver 
The Technology Assisted (TA) Waiver is part of the Home and Community-Based Services 
(HCBS) program. It helps children and young adults (ages 0–21) who have serious medical 
needs and depend on medical technology to live; such as a ventilator, trach, or feeding 
tube. 

What the program provides: 

• Support services that help the child live at home instead of in a hospital or facility. 
• Home modifications to make the home safer and easier to live in. 

How it works: 

• The child’s needs are assessed, and a plan of care is created to identify what 
services and supports are needed. 

• Eligibility is based on the child’s income, not the parents’ income. 

https://www.atk.ku.edu/
https://www.cprf.org/equipment-fund/
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How to apply: 

 
Call Family Waiver Care at (785) 296-9551 for more information or to start the application 
process. 

III. Financial Loans for Home Modifications 

K-Loan Program 
K-LOAN is a loan program that helps people pay for home modifications and assistive 
technology. It is designed to make borrowing money easier and more affordable for people 
with disabilities. 

Program details: 

• You can borrow money to buy equipment or make home changes that improve 
accessibility. 

• People with limited or poor credit history can still apply. 
• Loans have a low interest rate and flexible repayment options. 
• Loan amounts range from $500 to $50,000, depending on your needs, credit history, 

and ability to repay. 

To apply or learn more: 

• Visit: https://k-loan.net 
• Call: (620) 421-6554 or (866) 465-2826 

IV. Tax Credits for Home Modifications 

Kansas Disabled Access Tax Credit (Form K-37) 
The Disabled Access Tax Credit helps Kansas homeowners who spend money to make 
their homes more accessible for people with disabilities. 

How it works: 

• You can get a tax credit if you paid for home modifications that make your home 
easier to use for a person with a disability. 

• The home must be your personal residence in Kansas. 
• The credit is based on your income and covers part of the cost of the modifications. 
• The maximum credit is $9,000, or less if your tax bill is smaller. 
• The credit cannot be more than the total amount of taxes you owe. 

https://www.atk.ku.edu/
https://k-loan.net/
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To claim this credit: 
Use Form K-37, available here: https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/k-3720.pdf 

Local Home Modification Services 
Organizations such as The Whole Person provide direct home modification services in 
certain Kansas counties. 
More resources: https://homemods.org/directory-state-profile/ks/  

 

https://www.atk.ku.edu/
https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/k-3720.pdf
https://homemods.org/directory-state-profile/ks/
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