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Section 2: Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnostic, 
and Treatment (EPSDT)/KANBE HEALTHY 

Program Purpose 
Early Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT), or Kan Be Healthy as it is 
known in Kansas, is not a separate medical assistance program, but the children’s 
component of the Medicaid program.   

Eligibility 
EPSDT/Kan Be Healthy eligibility is based on family income level and disability.  The 
Omnibus Reconciliation Act of 1989 extended eligibility for the program to include: 

• Children under 21 years of age 
• The highest income limit for a child is 250% of the federal poverty level 
• Children are eligible if their parents or caregivers qualify for Kan Be Healthy, as well 

as children who receive adoption assistance or foster care maintenance payments 
• Children with disabilities receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI) payments 

because of limited incomes and resources also are eligible for Kan Be Healthy       
• To be eligible for Kan Be Healthy medical services, children must have current 

health care screenings at specified times.  If a child does not complete a screening 
at the specified time, Kan Be Healthy medical coverage will lapse. *It will restart 
after the next appointment.  

Services Covered 
There are four screenings that Kan Be Healthy can cover. They include: 

• Vision screenings - This includes eyeglasses 
• Hearing screenings - This includes hearing aids and other devices that can help 

with communication 
• Dental screenings - This includes routine cleanings and x-rays 
• Medical screenings - This includes health and developmental examinations, 

immunizations, laboratory testing, long-term care needs, health, education and 
guidance. 

EPSDT/Kan Be Healthy provides the same medical benefits for children listed under the 
Medicaid program.  Additional services Include: 
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• Attendant Care for independent living 
• Behavior management 
• Chiropractic 
• Dietitian services 
• Dental (routine preventive in addition medically needed) 
• Elective surgical hospitalizations 
• Elective and non-elective surgeries 
• Eye examinations and eyeglasses as needed 
• Head Start Facility (medically necessary services such as counseling, dietitian 

services, speech, language and hearing therapy, skilled nursing services, and 
laboratory tests) 

• Local education services (medically necessary services such as counseling, 
dietitian services, habilitation therapy, hearing assessment and therapy, Kan Be 
Healthy screenings, Occupational assessment and therapy, Physical assessment 
and therapy, Speech/language assessment and therapy) 

• Podiatry 
• Targeted case management for technology assisted children.   

Like the adult Medicaid program, Kan Be Healthy services may have limitations and 
restrictions.    

Assistive Technology Covered 
Kan Be Healthy reimburses providers for the same assistive technology that is provided to 
adults.  In addition, KanBe Healthy is required to treat medical conditions in children, 
requiring that any assistive technology that is medically needed be purchased. 

KanBe Healthy coverage includes, but is not limited to, the following assistive technology: 

Audiological and Hearing Services   
• Covers evaluation and fitting 
• Dispensing 
• Adjusting hearing aids 
• Accessories   
• Batteries are provided at a rate of six per month for monaural aid and nine per 

month for binaural aids  
• Hearing aids, repairs above $75, replacement ear molds, and dispensing require 

prior authorization 
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Durable Medical Equipment (DME)    

• Apnea Monitors 
• Augmentative Communication Devices 
• Bath Chairs 
• Batteries (Glucose Monitors, Hearing Aids, Wheelchairs) 
• Crutches 
• Glucose Monitor 
• Helmets 
• Intermittent Positive Pressure Breathing Machine 
• Lifts 
• Nebulizers 
• Oxygen Units 
• Respiratory/Cardiac Equipment 
• Specialized Seating Equipment 
• Splints 
• Walkers 
• Wheelchairs (Manual) 
• Wheelchair Accessories  
• Orthotic equipment used to support, or supplement weakened joints or limbs, such 

as braces, canes, crutches, and walkers 
• Prosthetics, or artificial replacements for a limb, are covered  
• Vision services include eye examinations and glasses allowed every year 

**Services and restrictions may apply.  Any of the above items may have requirements and 
restrictions, including prior authorization, only specific types of this equipment purchased, 
one time only purchases, rental only, etc.   

Kan Be Healthy may lease or purchase motorized wheelchairs for children. If a medical 
need is established for a child in school or a work situation, the most cost-effective 
strategy will be used.   

Application Process 
Applying for KanCare, Medicaid services in Kansas, financial eligibility will need to be 
determined. Applications can be completed: 

• Online at KanCare's Medical Services Self Service Portal 
(https://cssp.kees.ks.gov/apspssp/) 
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• Paper Application found on KanCare website: https://www.kancare.ks.gov/apply-
now  

• Request applications and assistance by calling 1 (800) 792-4884  

Appeal Process 
Consumers denied eligibility, dissatisfied with services or lack of assistance can submit for 
Medicaid Eligibility or a KanCare managed care organization can submit:  

• A Grievance - express dissatisfaction about any matter other than an adverse 
decision 

• Request a Reconsideration - review request with assistance of 3rd party review 
• An Appeal - Review of the denial of payment or a new healthcare service request 
• State Fair Hearing - Completed by the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH).  

Provides an opportunity to speak about the decision with an Impartial 
administrative law judge  

• Contact KanCare Ombudsman (855) 643-8180 to help: 
o Answer Questions 
o Resolve Issues  

• Understand letters from KanCare: 
o Respond when you disagree with a decision or change 
o Complete an application or renewal 
o File a complaint 
o File an appeal or fair hearing 
o Learn about In-home services, HCBS 
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