
1 
 

Assistive Technology for Kansans • www.atk.ku.edu 

How to Guide: Assistive Technology Under IDEA (Part 
B) 

How to Apply 
Requesting Support 

• If your child is attending a public school and having difficulty learning, participating 
in school activities, or accessing educational resources, you can request an 
evaluation to determine if they would benefit from special education support 
services, accommodations, or modifications. 

Education Team 

• The education team will look at your child’s needs and decide on the best strategies 
and services, including assistive technology. 

• The team includes parents, the student, teachers, educational specialists, and 
therapists. 

• Parents may invite other family members, specialists, or advocates to participate in 
team meetings. 

Assistive Technology & FAPE 

• Assistive technology devices and services must be considered when determining 
what your child needs to receive a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) in 
the Least Restrictive Environment (LRE). 

Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS) 

• Schools use a Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS), which requires evidence-
based instruction and ongoing progress monitoring to determine what supports a 
child needs. 

• Tier 1: High-quality instruction for all students 
• Tier 2: Targeted, small-group interventions 
• Tier 3: Intensive, individualized support 

Comprehensive Evaluation 

• If additional supports or services are needed beyond the MTSS tiers, the education 
team may recommend a comprehensive special education evaluation. 

• The comprehensive evaluation will review your child’s strengths and needs. 
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• Team members share evaluation results and observations to determine if the 
student meets eligibility criteria for special education services. 

• If the child qualifies, an Individual Education Plan (IEP) is developed. 

Individual Education Plan (IEP) 

• The IEP is a written plan that includes measurable annual goals and objectives and 
identifies special education services, accommodations, and modifications needed 
to help your child meet educational goals. 

• Assistive technology devices and services may appear in several sections of the IEP, 
such as Goals and Objectives, Accommodations, Related Services, or Services and 
Supports. 

504 Plan 

• Not all children with disabilities need an IEP. If your child has a mental or physical 
disability that substantially limits one or more major life activities, they may benefit 
from a 504 Plan. 

• A 504 Plan is a written document that provides necessary accommodations and 
supports to ensure equal access to education and school activities. 

• Students may qualify due to disabilities or health conditions such as asthma, 
autism, diabetes, anxiety, or hearing or vision impairments (not a complete list). 

• A 504 Plan may include accommodations such as: 
o Support for medical needs 
o Extended time on tests 
o Access to a graphic organizer 
o Use of noise-cancelling headphones 
o A designated quiet space 

Major Life Activities 

• Major life activities include caring for oneself; walking, seeing, or hearing; speaking 
or breathing; learning, reading, or concentrating; performing manual tasks; or 
emotional regulation or communication. 

ADA Accommodations 

• Your child may receive accommodations under Title II of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) to ensure equal access to programs, services, and activities, 
including academics, extracurricular activities, and school transportation. 
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• A written plan is not required, but some families choose to use a 504 Plan to 
document accommodations and ensure school staff are informed of the child’s 
needs. 

Information Needed 
• The school staff on your child’s education team will conduct specialized tests to 

understand how your child learns and what barriers they encounter at school, in 
addition to observations about how your child is learning in the classroom. 

• You can bring information that helps other team members understand your child’s 
strengths and needs. This information could include: 
• Examples of your child’s schoolwork or notes from the school to discuss what 

your child does well and where he struggles. 
• Information about assistive technology your child has tried in the past or uses at 

home and in other environments. 
• Reports and recommendations from therapists who have seen your child away 

from school including speech-language pathologist, physical or occupational 
therapists, counselors, etc. 

• Medical reports from your child’s primary care physician or medical specialists 
who see your child. 

Helpful Tips 
Participate and Communicate 

• You are an expert on your child. You have a unique perspective about your child’s 
needs, strengths, interests, and life away from school. Decisions made in IEP and 
504 Plan meetings can have a long-term impact on your child’s learning. Stay 
involved. 

Ask Questions 

• Ask other team members to explain words and jargon that are new to you. 
• Ask how school staff will measure your child’s progress, how a suggested goal 

meets your child’s need, and why they are suggesting specific strategies. 
• Find out who will work with your child and what they will be doing. 
• See if there is anything you can do at home to help. 

Request an Assistive Technology (AT) Assessment 

• Tell other team members if you think assistive technology will help your child 
complete tasks independently or at the same pace as their peers. 
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• Ask for the opportunity to try out a device to see if it helps. 

Assistive Technology Supports (Examples) 

Assistive technology devices are recommended on a case-by-case basis. Devices could 
include AT supports for: 

• Reading: 
• text to speech technology 
• digital and audio books 
• visual supports including reading guides, screen masking 
• customizing text settings 

• Writing: 
• speech to text software 
• word prediction software 
• grammar checking tools 
• graphic organizers 
• modified grips and easels 

• Communication: 
• voice amplification devices 
• pictures 
• single-message devices 
• dynamic display devices 

• Hearing: 
• FM systems to reduce background noise 
• alerting devices 
• tactile signalers 

• Mobility: 
• wheelchairs 
• gait trainers 

• Computer Access: 
• ergonomic input devices 
• alternative keyboards 
• switches 
• eye tracking software 

• Vision: 
• screen reader software 
• magnification software 
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• high contrast text 
• handheld magnification devices 

Share Your Ideas 

• If you know of an assistive technology device or accommodation that might help 
your child, share it with other team members. 

• Be open to trying different solutions to figure out what works best. 

Assistive technology may be included on the IEP if it helps your child to: 

• More independently perform tasks that they can’t otherwise do 
• Complete a task at a rate closer to that of their peers 
• Participate in educational activities that they couldn’t before 
• Independently access information 
• Participate in normal social interaction with peers and adults 
• Participate in the least restrictive environment 

Cost of Assistive Technology 

• Technology is provided at no cost. Schools are required to provide a device listed on 
your child’s IEP, but they do not have to pay for it. 

• Schools may purchase devices, lease devices, or seek public or private funds to 
acquire devices. 

• Possible options include Medicaid, family health insurance, private foundations, 
and community or faith-based organizations. 

Examples: 

• If your child has a medical card, the school may use Medicaid funds to acquire a 
mobility or communication device. 

• School staff may ask to submit a request through your private health insurance. You 
can agree and have the school pay the copay or authorize another funding source to 
pay it. 

Training and Use of AT 

• Make sure your child learns to use their AT. 
• Ask for training so your child knows how to use the technology in the classroom and 

other educational settings. 
• It is OK to ask that all support staff know how to use the technology as well. 
• Training and technical assistance for staff, you, and your child can be included on 

the IEP. 
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Request a Meeting Anytime 

• Request a meeting. Your child’s IEP is written for one year, but you can request 
meetings with the primary teacher, therapist, specialists, or the entire team at any 
point if you have questions. 

Attend School Events 

• Attend school events. Life is busy, but take advantage of back-to-school events, 
open houses, parent-teacher conferences, and informal classroom activities. 

• Get to know your child’s teachers and other staff during more relaxed times. 

When Parents Purchase AT 

• When parents purchase AT: School staff are not obligated to incorporate assistive 
technology that parents send to school into the routine or allow the child to use it in 
the school setting. 

• Family-purchased assistive technology needs to be recognized on the IEP or 504 
Plan. 

Assistive Technology for Home Use 

• Assistive technology for home use: If a school obtains the AT used by a student, the 
device must be listed on the IEP as needed at home so it can go home with the 
student on nights and weekends. 

• The IEP must show that the assistive technology would benefit the student 
"educationally," such as for studying or communicating classroom discussions or 
assignments. 
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